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HYMN FOR NIGHT NURSES 

(This hymn is quoted from a little English devotional book called 
" The Servants of the Sick : A manual for Nurses.") 

Thy love hath claimed me, King Divine, 

In bonds that set Thy servant free, 
And here, for these redeemed of Thine, 

I keep to-night my watch with Thee. 

Thy voice hath called me, clear and plain, 

Thy suffering children's grief to still, 
Who here keep vigil of their pain 

Obedient to Thy holy will. 

Then grant Thy strength my hands to guide, 
My thoughts to guard, my work to bless, 

Thy love's sweet sunshine flooding wide 
These hours of dark and loneliness. 

But lonely I need never be, 

Too close the guardian-angel friend 
Whom Thou hast charged concerning me, 

Stands by to comfort, soothe, defend. 

And in the land of endless life, 

All mindful of Thy children's needs, 
Still struggling in the appointed strife, 

Thy Virgin Mother intercedes. 

And all Thy saints before Thee make 
Their prayers for all Thy church — for me — 

Mighty for Thine own merit's sake, 
For all Thy people — one in Thee. 

True light of souls ! be Thou this hour 

To me and all Thy servants nigh, 
Our strength of love, our shield of power, 

Our courage and our purity. 
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Feed Thou the flame, lest, burning low, 
We lose the grace Thy love hath lent, 

That we may watch like lamps that glow 
Before Thine awful sacrament. 

By those night hours when Thou wast bent 
Upon the mountain side in prayer, 

By all their merits still unspent, 
Accept my service and my care. 



A VISIT TO THE " SOLACE," THE HOSPITAL SHIP OF 
THE UNITED STATES NAVY 

By BEATRICE VAN H. STEVENSON 

Secretary, New York State Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

Up and down the ocean, plow the modern monsters of the deep, 
the mighty battleships which guard our shores, the special pride of 
every loyal American, the warships of the Atlantic Fleet ! 

Almost unnoticed in the rear of the flag-ship may be seen a little 
steamer painted white with a band of green above the water line. She 
is classed as a non-combatant, for she carries no guns or weapons of war. 
Yet she is ever on the alert, fighting the sternest of all battles, the 
never-ending fight to sustain life, to restore health, to conquer death, 
and overcome sickness and disease. 

Salutamis Solace! our one hospital ship, the pioneer in our navy, 
who has blazed a trail in the annals of hospital work at sea which 
many should follow if "the blast of war" again rings in our ears. 

When the fleet comes into port popular interest and enthusiasm 
centre around the battleships. Few people know anything about the 
Solace or remember that her medical officers, in 1898, had the honor 
of inaugurating the first complete system of antiseptic surgery at sea. 
But the medical officers extend a warm welcome to all visitors who 
wish to see the ship, and willingly explain every detail of the arrange- 
ments for taking care of the sick or wounded of the navy at sea. 

The medical personnel consists of six doctors and fifty nurses. The 
ship has beds in readiness for 180 patients, but in great emergency 
room could be found for about 250. The seaman branch and the 
sick and medical branch are entirely separate. The surgeon in command 
receives all orders from the Navy Department and transmits them to 



